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The next chairman of the House Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations said today he will not permit 
use of hidden radio transmitters or similar tech- 
niques by the committee’s investigative staff. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who next week 
wiL oecome chairman of the committee investigat- 
ing the assassinations of President John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., said, “We 
are not going to become a legislative CIA. I won’t 
stand for that.” 

the question of the propriety of the equipment 
ana techniques to be used by the committee direc- 
tor, Richard A. Sprague, and his investigators was . : 
raised m a letter from Rep. Don Edwards, D-Calif. 
Gonzalez said he has already informed Edwards in 
writing that, as chairman, he will not tolerate any, 
of the investigative techniques to which Edwards 
has objected. f 

GONZAL.cZ STAND is in some conflict with) 
Sprague's statements about the use of electronic 
equipment and investigative techniques'; Edwards 
however, may have overstated Sprague’s plans. ’ 

„ Sprague detailed some of his plans at press con- 
xerences Dec. 13 and Dec. 31. Records of those con- 
rerences indicate that Sprague intends to allow his 
investigators to carry hidden transmitters when; 
they have individuals under surveillance and must, 
be in contact with other individuals. 

-Sprague insisted that investigators will tell all; 
persons if their interview is being recorded, and he 
said that some of these recordings will be subjected 
to stress evaluation later to determine whether 
truthful answers were given. Sprague said, how-- 
ever, that individuals would not be specifically ad-j 
vised of the possible use of stress evaluations. 

The tape recordings, he said, will 6e preserved to 
be played back for. committee members. 


THE USE OF hidden transmitters was defended] 
by Sprague on the grounds that “sometimes you'i 
just can’t pull out a walkie talkie.” Sprague did not! 
give any example of situations in which the hidden ! 
transmitters might be useful or necessary. . ~ j 
The $6.5 million budget proposed by Sprague for 
the first year of operations includes $4,400 for two 
miniphone recording devices, $8,000 for two stress ■ 
evaluators and $2,800 for two polygraph, or lie 
detection, devices. 

But there were indications yesterday that the full I 
budget amount would not be approved. House i 
Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, asked about corrw 
plaints some congressmen have voiced about the 
$6.5 million budget, said, “I’m not going to com- 
ment on something that may not happen.’’ 

Gonzales, while refusing to back off the estimate, 
said that he’ll take what he can get. “If you can’t 
have a whole loaf, then you have a half a loaf,” he 
said. . , . 



After the hidden transmitters were first men- 
tioned, Edwards wrote to O’Neill that he was con- 
cerned that some of the assassination committee 
staff techniques might be wrong, immoral or “very 
likely illegal.” His Dec. 16 letter was written as 
chairman of the House Judiciary subcommittee on 
civil and constitutional rights and warned against 
the use of hidden transmitters to record the words 
of potential witnesses and the use of stress evalua- 
tors without prior notice. 


“SUCH PROCEDURES are to say the least inap- 
propriate for use^by a congressional committee,” 
Edwards said. Edwards also objected to public 
hearings. 


Gonzalez noted he is not the committee chairman 
yet and the Select Committee on Assassinations no 
longer exists and won’t until next week when the 
House reconstitutes it. But he said he has given Ed- 
wards a preliminary reply and intends to expand on: 
•his assurances that the committee staff will not be 
permitted to use illegal techniques. 


A committee spokesman, Burt Chardak, said 
Sprague s position is that no one will be recorded 
without his knowledge and consent. The use of poly- 
graph equipment would require consent and coop- 
eration of individuals, he added. The only, use of 
hidden transmitters, he said, will be in cases of sur- 
veillance when an investigator needs to keep others, 
informed of what is transpiring. - 

The committee staff has made no secret that 
stress evaluators will be used. Sprague has said! 
investigators will not go out of their way to mention 
.the possible use of stress evaluation of recorded 
interviews but that in every case the interviews will 
not be surreptitious. • : 

“EVERYONE WHO is recorded for the record 
will be advised that it is being done,” Chardak said. 

Gonzalez also said he believes the dispute be- 
tween the committee staff and the FBI over 
custody of the test bullets fired from Lee Harvey 

2™ a JL d ’ s nfle can be w °rked out amicably with 
FBI Director Clarence Kelley. The FBI recently 
got a mangled bullet of indeterminate caliber, 
found by a Dallas resident in the dirt near the soot 
where Oswald allegedly fired the shots that fatally, 
wounded Kennedy. i 


test bullets the FBI fired from Oswald’s rifle bi 

2-n S r r S- f tl lsed t0 hand tilera over as requested by th 
FBI. The FBI says it needs the test bullets - not th 
bullets that killed Kennedy — to compare with th 
Sprague has objected in writing to th 
FBI s effort to obtain the test bullets and wrote Ke 
ate ^ at he consic ?ered the .attempt., “inappropr 


